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The meeting held regarding the Mudeford Management Program was held on the 3rd December 2008. It seemed like the main issues that were brought to the meeting were, boat moorings and how to manage the usage of the harbour by all the different watersport enthusiasts. 
The feeling was that there are too many boat moorings in the harbour and its becoming too crowded. It is now very difficult to sail from the dinghy park out to the run because of need to weave though all the moored boats. One suggestion was to segregate areas of the harbour for various activities. This would result in creating a clear channel from the dinghy park to the run, then to separate the harbour between sailors, and the other water sport users. 
This was quickly challenged as would be virtually impossible to police and manage. There were no arguments towards kitesurfer, windsurfers or sailors. The council felt that some more organisation would help with the harbour becoming ever more crowed. All parties agreed that this would probably cause more hassle in the long term, especially with outsiders not knowing the plans enforced. 
This was soon supported by council committee members who uses the harbour for windsurfing , and has never had any problem with other water sport users.  Steve Smith, a representative from the local Bournemouth Boarding kitesurf club, brought to the attention of the council that kitesurfing is the fastest growing sport in the UK and the same is happening to kitesurfers as it did when windsurfing first erupted all those years ago. Once again this was supported by windsurfers present.  
Mike James, farther of local aspiring champion Dan James, made the comment that people don’t understand kitesurfing enough as a sport. They just see a big kite flying around in the air and immediately think of the dangers.  Mike explained how kites have safety systems and the general concept of kiting with the progress of safety over the past few years.
The committee mentioned the issue of insurance and public liability. Steve Smith quickly took the opportunity to introduce Bournemouth Boarding as a club, and state how we are recognised by British Kite Surf Association. As we are recognised by BKSA for this area, we hold a certain responsibility to check and make sure all kiters are being sensible, mature and abide by local laws and recommendations. Every kitesurfer using the area is advised to hold insurance, and we are trying to promote the club to gain kitesurfers in the area to join so that can continue our sport in a safe and friendly environment by publishing any news, problems to the local community.
Arguments then turned mostly to the plan itself, with views that it had been written by the organisations without any consultation to the actual harbour users. These people concerned did not understand how well the harbour runs itself. The local people that use it everyday, regardless of sport, communicate with each other on a daily basis. 
Many people at the meeting felt that Chapter 7, regarding Education & Training (Page 36) of the Management Plan was one of the main topics about the whole harbour that had been almost forgotten. It was brought up by the comment, ‘it looks like that page had been thrown in at the last minute’.
It was agreed that all the watersport’s from sailing, windsurfing & kitesurfing in the harbour should be tied in with the ‘education and training’ chapter. The major point of why Mudeford Harbour is so popular in due to it being a perfect training area in certain conditions, and that this area of the plan should be largely developed and re-worded to reflect this.
The meeting concluded with the view that the plan had been written without any of the harbour users involvement or consultation. Many of the points raised were deemed unnecessary, concluding with ‘the plan should be more about education and less about restriction’.
Once again thank you to everyone who has supported Bournemouth Boarding regarding this issue. A special thanks goes to Christchurch Sailing Club, Baiter Power Kites & Windfreaks for you help and co-operation. See you all in the harbour soon !!
